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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calliug cads. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 

@disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is partjculatly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
kv approximately 43% of Latino bouseholds use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 

below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are sa prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fured and low income consumers hostage, we should - 
not be faced with rising telephone serwce costs as well. In particular, m a y  low-income 
households who are on fmed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls fiom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer inkreids over corporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority- 

Sincerely, 

* 

.a. ccs: 
Commissioner Kathleen ~bernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Ma~tjn 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congessperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chai- Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
,Washington, DC 20554 

e RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powek 

The FCC should not impose new acceps charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below 1620,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards arc so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumm hostagc, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on faed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phono. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to sray “connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe other daily appoinments that we all have. 

t 

-- 

e I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stnnd up for consumer interests over eoipornte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 
L 

I /  n (/---- A 

ccs: Co&issioner Micdel C 
Commissioner Kathleen ~ G a t h y  
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th S t r M  S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose ncw acccss charges and fccs upon prepaid caning cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantagcd individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

8 me Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price iucrease for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half o f  the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With,gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 

meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors, We can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these. curds. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over c o k x a t e  pin by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

households who are on fmed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot - 

* 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen hemathy 

Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congessperson 

d Commissioner Kevin Martin 



07/1472004 O S :  15 FAX 

July 7; 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th slI.eq S.W. 

I 

RE: WCDocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am wMiling to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college sNdeuts and mililary 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Mimy of these consumers do not 
have a credit histoy, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to  make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cosf as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-smte” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. Tke fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear i t  

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
&om these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

L 

Sincerely, &- 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Cows 

Cominissioaer Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Do~ketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Mmoritics, low-income families, senior citizens, i m m i p t s ,  college students and militaq 
families rely upon calling card senices for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only oprion they have to stay connected 

to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appoinhent, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there arc no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 

indispensable to consurnex groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

d risk being discomected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 

But such price hikes are precisely what rhe FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges ‘Is 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. fhe  fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bearit  

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
60m lhcse seMccs. Please stop any cfforl to raise rates on American consumers and dccide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

t 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Cows 

Commissioner Kathleen Abemnthy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

6 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
4-45 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 8 

8 Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and few upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. - 
The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have uscd prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With pas and milk prices already holding fixed and law income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls fiom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay 'connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges hnd fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be &e largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for wnliamer interests over corpomte gab by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

t 

d 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



0 7 / 1 4 / 2 0 0 4  06:14 FAX m 0 2 3  

6 

July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Streef S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new ace-s charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minoriv or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

‘The Ltino communiv is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. lndeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 

Q‘ they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding k e d  and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone sewice costs as well. Io particular, many low-income 

meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companiw insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can makc calls fiom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unhaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficia& of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corpornte gdn by kneping 
affordable prepaid calling cards P priority. 

households who are on faed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service bccauu, they cannot L 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

6 
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July 7,2004 

Chaimnn Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th S' t req  S.W. n 

@ R E  WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chainnan Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is pdcularly smsitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards, 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prppaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fNed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone senice costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on faed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or he% deposit requirements rhat local phone compauies insist upon before 

t getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use thcse cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jabs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the  tio on's largest telephone compmies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interesb over cofporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid d i n g  cards a priority. 

- 

d 

- 
ccs: Commissioner Michacl Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

n 

d 
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July 7, 2004 

Chairman Michacl Powcll 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell. 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in theu communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards: Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent m part because 
they save COIISUIII~~S money. 

With gns and milk pnces already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fared incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or he@ deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls fiom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connectedn as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’6 largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
chargcs. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

t 

WE: Commissioner Michael Copps 
d Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 

Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

a 020 - 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
'#ashington, DC 20554 

RE. WC DocketN~.  03-133 
R 

; '  Dear Chairman Powell: . .  

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 

touch with family and &iends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce. 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and orher consumers nationwide. 

accomplish many every day tasks, fiom looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in. - 
I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees on 
cenain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fned incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior c i thns,  and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - witbout them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without acce6s to telephone senice. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantialty less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

I 

CCS: 

* 

d 

Commissioner Michael Copps 
Cqmmissiontr Kathlcon Abcrnathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



07/14/2001 08:13 FAX El 01s 

July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new acccss charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minoriy or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling wds are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money 

With gar and milk priccs already holding fmed and low income consumers hostage, we should 

households who are on fmed incomes depcnd entirely upon prepaid sewice because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hcfty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. Wilb prepaid cards, consumers can make calls h m  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over eo&orate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid enlling cards a priority. 

* 

not be faced with rising telephone service costs as welL In particular, many low-income - 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps L’ 
K 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Swec S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

0 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

e 
Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch u1 their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prcvalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fured and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In pariicnlar, many Iow-income 
houscholds who are on fured incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or he@ deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls h m  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We fan use these cards to stay ''connected" as we look for 

ojobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other L i l y  appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest tclephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over mipomte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Sinccmly, 
5 

commissioner Kathteen ~iemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th stre* S.W. 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community 1s p ~ ~ c u l a t l y  sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holdmg fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In pmieular, many low-income 
households who ace on fored incomes d e p d  entirely upon prepaid service because they canwt 
meet the credit rating or he% deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls fiom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We fan use these cards to sray yconnected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consnmer interests over coiporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

B 

- 

BCCS: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Karhleen Abernathy 
Commissioncr Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

6 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 
I 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prcpaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to incrme the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards rue so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fmed and low income tm~umcrs hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In pdcular ,  many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or he@ deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

6' 

-- 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
'some o f  the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stnnd up for consumer interoats over cor'porate gain by kcepieg 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 
8- 

&b5W@W &ca 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissionm Kathleen Abcrna!hy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Conpessperson 

I 
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d July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Streeq S.W. 
Washmglon, DC 20554 

RE: WCDocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price ~ncrcasc for pre-paid calling cards; 
,approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices alrrady holding fxed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fved incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or he* deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can mskc calls 6om payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connectes' as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

d- 

L 

Sincerely, 

*ccs: commissioner Michael copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 

Senator 
Senator 
Congress person 

d Commissioner Jonathau Adel stein 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 
B 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvautaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have uscd prepaid cards. €'re-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fued and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who we on fved incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or he% deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls h m  payphoncs or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

,I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these csrds. 

d 

L 

Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests Over corpoiate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid d i n g  cards a priority. 

8 

ccs: Commissioner Michael c ~ p p  
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 

Senator 
Congressperson 

SeMtOI 
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July 7,2004 ff 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access chargcs and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
'approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half o f  the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have uscd prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards we so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fmed and low income comurners hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fored incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service be+ause they cannot 

getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls &om payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone compaoies would be &e largest beneficiarjes of such 
charges. The FCC should stand np for consumer interem over corporate gain by keeping 
af€ordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

B 

meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requiremenu that local phone companies insist upon before L 

6 

8 
CCK Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 

_Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

* 
RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

e 

Chairman Powell: 

Tbe FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou L 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch iu their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% o f  Latino households use them. Indeed, halfof the households with incomes 
below $220,000 have uscd prepaid cards. Prspaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone semice costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on faed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or he@ deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the tclephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to nay "connected" as we look for 

@jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficim-es of such 
charges. The FCC should stand np far consnmer iatereds over wrpornte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

B 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissionehdchael Copps 
Commissioner Karhleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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8- July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling car&, 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixcd and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid sewice because they cannot 
meet the credit raiing or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before. 

of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that w e  all have 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some ofthe nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. TheFCC should stnnd up for consumer interests over corporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

1 

8- 

getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls &om payphones or thc telephones - 

Sincerely, 

, ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps u 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

d 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Micbael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Streec S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE. WC Docket NO. 03-133 

pear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, &om looking for a job or &ordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

1 understand that the FCC is considering applying '%-state" access charges and other fees on L 

cemin prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on f i e d  incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected ut set affordable rates. 
Students, immigants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who cau least sfford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying de utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please 
bok out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Sincerely, 

L. 

Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelsrein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 121h Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

R E  WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunicalions services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on 
cemin prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
epablishing a credit history, bank accounts and orher means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

@As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could. quite literally, be left without access IO telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can leaa afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial incrcase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and rcfuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
sewice. 

Le= 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Co 
Commissioner Karhleen A 

B Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 

ff Senator 
Congessperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washinson, DC 20554 

RE. WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

&tino and other minority comrnu1..-.3 rt., upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would htroducc 

6 new Charges and fees upon suvices upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees on 

establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at sel affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fmed incomes or those L 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many consumes 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can leasl afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
sfrvices. 

CCS: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kalhleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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luly 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
,Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 d* 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the COS of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mioority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to my p r m  increase for pre-pard calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have uscd prepaid cards Prc-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consmners money. 

With gas and milk pnces already holding fvred and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid senice because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls &om payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appohtments that we all have. 

1 simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 

charges. The FCC should stand up Cor consumer interests over corporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a prlorily. 

* 

6 

Some of the nabon's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficianes of such - 

$d Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 

1 Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Stre& S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority OT 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards, 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid call ig cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service cos@ as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on faed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or he* deposit reqnirements lbat local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phonc. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and &fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corpomte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

8 

L 

* Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cop'ps 
Commissiouer Kathleen Abemallhy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan 'Adelstein 
Senator 
Scnf5or 
Congcssperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 

8 

8 445 12th Sweet, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 zs 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community i s  particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeeq half of rhe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. he-paid calling cards are so prevalent in parl because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fured and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service corn as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fured incomes depend entirely upon prepaid senice because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon befwp 
getting a phone. With propaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointmems that w e  all have. 

d' 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. - 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

n 

c 

CCS: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemafny 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commjssioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Cbain&n Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely.upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to s t a y ~ g  in ,’ 
touch with family and fiends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions o f  
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on ‘L 

certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessay to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected a1 set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result,.ppaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone senice. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases. 

imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collecr such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

6 Sincmly, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemarhy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congessperson 

‘s 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 

6 

445 12th stref% S.W. 

RE: WCDocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase ihe cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have uscd prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part b e a u s  
they save consumes money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs BS well. In pdcular ,  many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calk h m  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connecled” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC sbould stend up for consumer interests over corpomte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

1 

Sincerely, 

Q d K 2 + - - 3  
ccs: Commissioner Michael C o p s  

Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal CommunicatioIy Commission 
445 12th StTeet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 I 
m 

Chairman Powell: 

I 
c Tbe FCC should not impose new access charpes and fees upon prepa- S i n g  cards. If you 

U simply drive up the cost for minority or move to increase the cost of these cards, you 
disadvantaged individuals to &y in touch in t 

The Latino community is particularly sensitiv 
approximately 43% of Latino households use 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-1 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fme 
not be faced with rising telephone service cos 
households who are. on f d  incomes depend 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirei 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, comumt 
of family members and neighbors. We can w 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many o f  the 

I simply r i d  it unimaginable that the FCC w< 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone compa 
charges. The FCC should stand up for con! 
affordable prepaid calling rnrds a priority. 

1 

Sincerely, 

m G c l  
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

_ _  
i r  communities. 
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and low incomo consumers hostage, we should 
as well. In particular, many low-income 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WCDocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications sewices to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staybig in 
touch with family and iriends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming milliom'of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I und&stand that the FCC is considering applying "in-slate'' access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
tstablishing a credit history, bank accounts and otber means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, r eb  upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, knmigants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result-prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. hising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can lcast afford price increases. 

d p  

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a subsmtial increase in the cost ofprepaid calls, cc. 
destroying Ihe utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making tbese services substantially Jess affordable. Please 
.look out for consumen and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

- ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

m Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Kathleen Abematby 

Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 

b' Senator 
Congessperson 


